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“I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so
that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are
the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and
what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who
believe” (Ephesians 1:18-19).

In this season of uncertainty and unrest, discerning the voice
of God is critical. What is He saying to us about peace,
justice, mercy, forgiveness, freedom, repentance, sin,
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relationships, and more? If we are only listening to anger and
fear, which are speaking VERY loudly right now, the Christ in
us cannot be demonstrated in the midst of the clamor.

In my book, With One Cry: A Renewed Challenge to Pray for
America, I share a powerful blog written by Dutch Sheets, June
16, 2015. It seems an appropriate time to hear the hope from
his heart about our nation:

“Some Christian leaders teach, usually from theological
influences, that America will not awaken, turn back to God and
recapture her spiritual destiny. Their eschatology doesn’t
allow for a “comeback;” for them, the apostasy must continue
to worsen.

Many secular leaders also contend, often with an ideological
fervor fueled by their personal desires, that this rebirth
will never occur. “America has ‘progressed’ too far,” they
assert with smug satisfaction, “having left behind 1its
antiquated, Puritanistic ideals and outdated beliefs.” These
naysayers are, 1indeed, correct when they euphorically and
gloatingly bloviate about how far we as a nation have drifted
from our original beliefs. Secularists and humanists are
accurate when they condescendingly point out our moral shifts
toward relativism and unbiblical values. With satisfied
arrogance, these modernists gleefully vociferate that our
government no longer sees itself under and accountable to an
“imaginary” Creator, or even to an “outdated” Constitution He
supposedly inspired.

With such a dire diagnosis, why, then, am I not hopeless? To
the contrary, I have great hope for America because the depth
of a fall never determines God’s ability to restore. I'm not
afraid of the powerful strongholds because size and strength
are completely irrelevant when measuring His ability to
deliver. And I'm not intimidated because statistical odds,
whether of success or failure, cease to be relevant when God
is involved. His limitless ability negates the very concept of
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“odds” and trumps all other winning hands.”
Don’t embrace any theology or creed that allows God to lose!

I have hope, and I'm dreaming. I dream of a reborn America
that is once again a shining light to the rest of the world. I
believe this dream was born in God’s heart, embedded in a
small group of emigrant pilgrims, and is one I am confident He
still maintains. Join me as I dream. Partner with the
“superintending providence” that was active in our founding,
is involved with our present, and has great plans for our
future.

Let it be said of our generation that when a nation teetered
on the edge of destruction, having lost the ancient path of
truth, we answered the divine call to war for its restoration.
Let it be said of us, as it was of our forefathers, that in
the face of overwhelming odds, we took our stand in the
celestial courtroom, appealing to the Judge of all the earth
for His saving grace, mercy, and sustaining power.”

Again, this blog was written in 2015 but it is still very
relevant to us in this hour. Let’s press into the knowledge
that God is looking for His people to bow in humility and
repentance before Him so that He will hear our prayers,
forgive our sins and bring healing to our hurting land. It is
the people of God who need to respond in this time. May the
Church awaken! Let’s pray together:

God of Hope, our past, present and future has always rested 1in
Your capable hands. Open the eyes of our hearts to see and to
know the hope of Your calling, the riches of the glory of Your
inheritance in Your people, and the surpassing greatness of
Your power toward those who believe! We repent for our
arrogance, pride and lack of humility in this hour. We seek
You for the restoration of our nation to its utter dependence
upon Jesus Christ! Give us the strength and determination to
step into the future with great hope and faith in Your ability



to overcome the seemingly insurmountable odds against those
who call upon Your Name. Restore us again so that we might
honor You and become known once again as a nation that stands
upon Your Word! We ask this with humble hearts in the Name
Above All Names!

—adapted from With One Cry: A Renewed Challenge to Pray for
America by David Butts.
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